
Sharp/ Strong Story 
 
Jonathan Strong describes his meeting with William Sharp (a London doctor) and his 
brother Granville Sharp in 1765 
 
I could hardly walk or see my way where I was going. When I came to the doctor and he saw me 
in that condition, the gentleman [Granville Sharp] take charity of me and gave me some stuff to 
wash my eyes with and some money to get myself a little necessaries till next day. The day after 
I come to the gentleman and he sent me into the hospital and I was in there four months and a 
half. All the while I was in the hospital the gentleman find me in clothes, shoes and stockings 
and when I come out he paid for my lodging and a money to find myself some necessaries till he 
get me into a place. 
 
 
Even by the violent standards of the day the beating which Jonathan Strong received 
from his master had been savage. His face was smashed in and he had been thrown 
out into the streets to die. This was Granville Sharp’s first close encounter with the 
violence of slavery and it had a profound effect on him and on the institution of 
slavery.  
 


